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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Harcourt, Brace 
THE CHRISTMAS BUNNY $2.50 


* A dream-walk in the woods- On Christmas Eve- makes a spellbinding wish-come- 
true-story for anyone who's ever wanted anything. Related in strong, simple prose 
perfectly geared to the artistry of Nicolas Mordvinoff's telling lines and colors, 
Davy's excursion to a snow laden forest where he finds Santa and the animals and makes 
friends with the bunny he hopes for next morning- will have a home in many hearts. Mark 
up another first for a team whose well known work continues to be a model of coordina- 


tion. Cloth. (9/24 Lc: 53-7873) 
Gekiere, Madeleine 


Will and Nicolas 


Pantheon 
WHO GAVE UBccccce $3.00 


An attempt to inculcate international understanding right at the start is 
probably as impractical as it is idealistic since it is doubtful whether the four year 
old (at best five) is able to individuate countries. Consequently the visually exciting 
two page spreads which will tell you that the Italians gave us the piano and ice cream, 
the Chinese gave us paper and fireworks, the Indians gave us corn and moccasins, the 
Greeks gave us schools and the Olympic games (how sophisticated in your young sport), 
etc. are probably meaningless to the child who doesn't even have a name for the native 
tongue he is trying to master. But if the facts are exotic, so are the pictures and the 
color work, and the illustrations have an imaginative humor which may attract an adult 
rather than a junior audience. Unfortunately, picture books are too basic for the eight 
year old who is then ready for the content. (9/15 LC: 53-6972) 


Viking 
THE VILLAGE TREE $2.50 


* Some charming recollections of a Japanese boyhood done by the well known 
artist in a series of simple captions and free and brightly colored pencil pictures may 
have less appeal for children than their parents. The huge tree on the river bank was 
a perfect playground. Through the pictures, it becomes the scene of teeming activity- 
climbing, housebuilding, swimming, playing games, catching shrimps- until the sun has 
set and we have seen a very real Japan. A similar but more detailed adult book, //or:zon 


Is Calling. was published by Holt in 1947, (10/2) Cloth. 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Yashima, Taro 


Abelard 
IT WAS ALL VERY STRANGE $2.25 
The talestold by Uncle Fritz to two listening youngsters are reminiscent- and 
taller- and even outrageously nonsensical. There's the elevator that went on a rampage 
when the wrong buttons were pushed; the clothesline that ran off with a pup tent; the 


mysteriously “happening” words that didn't stop until the speaker spat out his “wild” 
cherry gum (the flavor was chewed out of that one).... They're gay- and appropriately 


illustrated by Kathleen Elgin. (10/7 IC: 53-10643) 
' Doubleday 
LITTLE FRIGHTENED TIGER $2.50 
* A chubby jowled, utterly fearful and imploring little yellow tiger- whose 
beseeching looks will make you want to hug him tight- is taught a few lessons by his 
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Williams, Charles 


Macdonald, Golden 
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patient parents. Afraid even of the sun, the little tiger is told by his mother and father 
that an elephant fears a mouse, a mouse fears his shadow, 4 whale fears a ship and storks 

(you figure this..) babies. Leonard Weisgard has drawn the tigers for Golden Macdonald's 

(or Margaret Wise Brown's) wondrous bolster-upper. Paper over board. Cloth spine. (8/13 @ 


LC: 53-5964) 


Friskey, Margaret Childrens Press 
TRIP FOR TOMMY . $1.50 


There's fun and enchantment in this play of the imagination on staying at home 
and going away- by the season. Young Tommy thinks of what he'd do if he were different 
kinds of animals- if a reindeer he'd go south with the sun, if a seal he'd swim to warm 
waters, if a cow or a horse he'd be the stay-at-home he is. The surprise comes when his 
parents send him on a real trip south to visit his Grandmother. Thin line and color crayon 
technique are used to advantage in Jean Edgerton's gay pictures. Paper over board. (9/1) 





Fry, Rosalie Dutton 
CINDERELLA'S MOUSE AND OTHER FAIRY TALES $2.00 


A quiet charm pervades this British author's collection of her own fairy stories. 
"Cinderella's Mouse” is a.shy nursery creature who's overjoyed when the youngest of the 
three little girls who live there is given a new party dress. There's a dreamy, phantasy 
to the tale of a dancing sylph who got left behind and rescued, by doves in a nearby castle; 
a reward after search when a merman finds a lovely figurehead. Ten tales for wee wide- 
eyeds, though the author's drawings have a too studied ethereality. (Publ.Ic: 53-6070) 


Averill, Esther Harper 
HOW THE BROTHERS JOINED THE CAT CLUB $1.50 


* Another thriller for Jenny Linsky's fans has all the stealth, melodrama, virtue 
and bravado that so endeared books like The Cat Club and Jenny’s Adopted Brothers, Jenny's 
moral rectitude wins a victory over her esoteric leanings when she decides Edward and 
Checkers, her recently adopted brothers, should have the opportunity to prove themselves 
for membership in the rather exclusive Cat Club. And they do, admirably. Checkers is 
praised for retrieving his red ball and Edward, for reciting a splendid poem about his for- 
mer life as a pirate. Complete with the author's ever humorous drawings of the stiff legg- 
ed cats and their cronies. Cloth. (9/2 LC: 53-7592) 


Nash, Ogden - Fd Lippincott 
THE MOON IS SHINING BRIGHT AS DAY $3.00 


* No apologizing for Nash' aeebet sta - for. you'll have.a long hunt to find any 
better collection of poems for any and every Smail Fry and his sister... Shakespeare and_ 
Carroll are here - so's Lear; and Greenaway calls you to play; while Blake's bright fire 
will help inspire. There's Phyllis McGinley; Nash, outly and in-ly; Mother Goose, 01d 
Rhymes and Anon. at times; there are toads and Tartars - joyous for young starters. Lots 
of childhood treasures to tuck away and the whimsical little drawings by Rose Shirvanian 
add to the magicking. (9/9 IC: 53-7143) 


Mason, Miriam ||“ | . Macmillan 
THE MAJOR AND HIS CAMELS $2.00 


A humanized story about the camels imported by the Army in 1852 to work the desert 
between Texas and California has for its heroes Major Bertie and three pet camels, and for 
its plot, a thwarted road:building project... The Major, Chili, :Finefellow, newborn Tibboo 
Funnyface, and all the other camels journey safely to Texas. ‘Then subsequent mishaps come 
from a mean anti-camel mulewhacker and the major's capture by Indians. Later he's rescued 
by the camels and marries an orphaned girl Tiboo befriends along the way. Zhenya Gay's 
drawings add wanted humor to a special item that may or may not take.  ( 10/6) ® 


Sawyer, Ruth Viking 
JOURNEY CAKE, HO! $2.50 


* A rollicking, rhythmic mountain folktale tells of the wonderful way in which _ 
Johnny the bound-out boy chased the Journey Cake all the way home and brought all the lost 
anirels back to his keepers. And Robert McCloskey combines his talents- in big blue and 






















August 1, 1953 Books to Read Aioud— cont'd. -4.81 - 





brown drawings- with Ruth Sawyer's gift for words to make it really go. When the trou- 
ble comes to the old woman Merry and her husband Grumble, and they must send Johnny away, 
his run home after Merry's parting gift and with pig, cow, sheep and chickens following, 
will have you panting at the end. Cloth. (10/2 J.L.«G.) 


Lackey, Eunice Franklin Watts 
LUCKY BLACKY $2.50 


What happened when a little stray kitten was found in the snow by old Miss Lucy 
White makes a story of a chain reaction to good fortune that has its own homey charm. 
Almost immediately, Blacky starts bringing luck, first to Miss Lucy when he comes across 
her lost typewriter, then to the whole village when he falls into the pond for his rescue 
reveals fishing good enough to warrant the opening of a resort. More momentous things 
occur too, and by the end, Miss Lucy, who has been writing them all up, finds a publisher 
for her work and the transformation is joyfully complete. Cute, suggestively distorted 
pictures in three colors by Winifred Greene of Blacky and the miracles she causes. Cloth. 


(8/17 Le: 53-8611) 


Rains, Marie Curtis Winston 
LAZY LIZA LIZARD'S TRICKS $2.00 


These animated animal doings are corny but gay and necessitate the vigilance 
of Mr. Snake, Mr. Frog, Mr. Doodlebug, Old Lady Fieldmouse and the rest of the community 
against mischievous Lazy Liza Lizard. Liza Lizard wiggles off with Mr. Snake's new pote- 
toes, "fixes" his alarm clock, nearly causes the drowning of Old Lady Fieldmouse's 
grandchildren - and so forth. But some of her actions have such cheerful outcomes that 
her guilt remains a question. Illustrated by Vera Neville, these ponderables are very 
like the giddy shenanigans of Miriam Potter's Here Comes Mrs. Goose. (Lippincott) 

(10/5 Le: 53-6138) | 



































EASY READING 


Conkling, Fleur Winston 
MR. GRUMPY AND THE KITTEN $2.00 


A lengthy story to beguile young cat lovers tells how small Barry gives the 
fifth kitten in the litter in his cellar at home to the bad-tempered janitor at school. 
Barry knows he has to get rid of the kitten and he feels that a kitten is just what Mr. 
Grumpy needs to cheer him up. After some tight classroom situations, that should 
bring more than a ripple of laughter, Barry's proved right and relations between Grumpy 
and the kitten are solidified happily. Jolly pictures by Martha Huehnergarth. 

(10/5 Le: 53-5121) 
CLASSICS, REPRINTS AND INEXPENSIVE EDITIONS 


Wilder, Laura Ingalls Harper 
With illustrations byGarth Williams Each $2.75 
LITTLE HOUSE IN THE BIG WOODS BY THE SHORES OF SILVER LAKE 
LITTLE HOUSE ON THE PRAIRIE THE LONG WINTER 
FARMER BOY LITTLE TOWN ON THE PRAIRIE 
ON THE BANKS OF PLUM CREEK THOSE HAPPY GOLDEN YEARS 


* Laura Ingalls Wilder has always made publishing news. In my humble opinion, 
it is a crying shame that she has never won the official seal of approval that her con- 
tribution deserves, for her books- well on the way to becoming juvenile classics- are 
examples of Americana in its best sense. The children themselves, two generations of 
them now, have not flagged in their assessment of what these books mean to them. Perhaps 
this new edition might make possible some sort of special award? Put your minds on that- 
those of you who know and love the books. The new format- new jackets (they are lovely) 
may extend shop sales. 


In their new format, with the enchanting Garth Williams' drawings, decorative, imagina- 
tive, humorous, wholly in the spirit of the text and period, the books will capture new 
readers. While they are uniform in size, effort has been made to give the books that re- 
call the adolescent and upper teen years a more mature feel, so that the readers will 
feel they are growing older along with Laura. The full flavor of authenticity, both in 
the pioneer background and the family spirit, gives these stories a quality that never 
dates. (LC 52- 7525-on) (10/1). 
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Coward-McCann 


Dudley, Nancy $2.00 


LINDA GOES TO THE HOSPITAL 
The heroine of this sprightly, appropriately detailed morale builder is six year 
old Linda who must have her sppendix out. A nicely adjusted child, Linda has no more than 
the ordinary amount of qualms when her side starts hurting, when the friendly doctor tells 
her she must have her nasty old appendix out- and after it's over she has a good time mak- 
ing friends with the nurses and the other sick and injured kids in her wing. Fine to read 
if there are any such operations impending in the family, swell to recuperate on. Drawings 


by Sofia show the lighter side of hospitel life. (9 IC: 53-9359) 
Smith, Nancy Woollcott 





Coward-McCann 
A DEN FOR TONY nic 


A Cub Scout story has a suspenseful twist to it when Tony, a new boy in Owens- 
ville, finds a note left by the boy who lived in his house before him and follows it to a 
rewarding destination. Discouraged by the prohibitive cost of a new uniform, ten year old 
Tony's hopes are raised when he finds eleven year old Dan, a former Cub who has moved to a 
farm on the outskirts of town. His expectations are achieved when Dan's father hires him 
and he can earn the needed funds. A warm adventure that could happen, this has a compan- 
ionable quality to it. Boyish drawings by Jessie Robinson. (9/% LC: 53-8940) 
i Maca Crowell 


bean} , AND NOW MIGUEL $2.75 


* On a sheep ranch near Taos, Miguel Chavez grows to manhood and his wistful story 
is told with a deep feeling for all the people and activities of which he must be a part. 
During the year of his twelfth birthday, as Miguel tells his own story, his deepest wish 
is to go to the mountains of the Sangre de Cristo as a true shepherd. Through it, we are 
aware of his pent up longing in the past, and now, as he himself becomes increasingly aware 
of his surroundings, there is an extremely clear picture of them. Miguel wants to be rec- 
ognized by his family; he wants to be an intelligent shepherd. He describes his feelings ® 
at times almost poetically and alweys in a way that brings both personalities and all the 
bustling life of a sheep ranch into sharp focus. A valuable book, illustrated by Jean 
Charlot in his inimitable southern Indian folk art style. (10/a Je: 53-8415) 

| 


Krumgold, Joseph 


Doubleday 
LAURIE $2.50 


* Some pretty distressing problems bound to come up in any young life and often 
ignored in juveniles are sanely and warmly handled in a tangy story of Connecticut country 
life and a small girl's love for a horse. Ten year old Laurie who has just moved to Devon 
with her family, is spellbound by Fella, the mean Donavan boys' horse. Because of her very 
close friendship with an illiterate farmer neighbor Ben, and his son Andy, Ben bargains 
with the Donavans for Fella to train him as a plow horse during the winter. Laurie's side 
arrangements to care for Fella and eventually learn to ride him under Ben's tutelage are 
made over family objections. Then Ben who drinks because of his own inadequate schooling 
almost kills another Devon girl in a car accident- but the crisis brings other matters to 
a head and Laurie's father's own fear of animals is softened to an understanding of Ben's 
real aptitudes and his daughter's own desires. Robust drawings by Kurt Weise capture the 


friendly air of a very real story. (8/27 LC: 53-5294) 


Clapp, Estelle Barnes 


Dutton 
ARIZONA HIDE-OUT- | $2.50 | 


The author of the rather far fetched Jndian Drums Beat Again with another mystery- 
adventure where two boys, by connivance and contrivance, manage to capture a mess of uranium 
thieves. On their way out to visit Aunt Ellie in Phoenix, David and Jack Sparks meet a 
suspicious stranger on their plane. Later another man wants to buy a mine owned by Aunt @ 
Ellie's father-in-law. Detection leads to danger, uranium and the kind of reward that isn't 
awarded many boys we know. Hard-cover pulp. Drawings by Frank J. Murch.(Publ. LC: 53-6072) 


McGuire, Frances 
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Bothwell, Jean Harcourt, Brace 
THE WISHING APPLE TREE $2.95 


Jean Bothwell has written on a variety of subjects for many age levels, but 
a notable one in this vein was Peter Hoit, P. K. (Harcourt) about the trials of a min- 
ister's son. Here she takes a religious problem again- a personal and a community one- 
and solves it in an appealing young story that in its humor and pathos comes across as 
felt experience. In rural Nebraska, crippled Nora Cameron visits the Dodge family for 
the summer. She remains unfriendly partly because of her affliction and partly because 
of the shambles of a village church that could have been a pipeline as a source of spir- 
itual strength. Nora's feelings leave their effect on young Laura Dodge. A kind of 
human catalyst- she stirs up her schoolmates and with the help of old Capt. Tweed- a 
Scotch seaman who happens upon them and later turns out to be a friend of the Camerons- 
they repair the church by themselves. Expressive black and whites by Marshall Davis 
for a convincing book. (9/24 LC: 53-7862) 


Norton, Mary Harcourt, Brace 
THE BORROWERS $2.50 


* This perfectly grand fairy story- an English import that won the Carnegie 
Medal for being the most outstanding children's book in 1952- has the qualities of im- 
aginativeness and the breath of life itself that will endear it to the hearts of all- 
perhaps in the same way as the Mary Poppins stories. It is about the borrowers, a 
species of small people who are dying out because of the disappearing conditions under 
which they can thrive. For their "Borrowing" they need quiet old houses whose inmates 
live in such a way that they will let a family like Pod, Homily and Arrietty Clock, 
about the size of a pair of scissors, bo about collecting their needs without being 
seen. Kate, a modern girl, learns about them from old Mrs. May whose brother went to 
the country when he was a boy, met Pod, Homily and Arrietty and tried his best to save 
their home behind the old grandfather clock from the ruinous clutches of the housekeeper. 
Ultimately the best he can do is to help them escape to the fields- a precarious but 
not hopeless fate for them. A delightful land of maybe and the richness of detail and 
character study in Beth, and Joe Krush's drawings will have even the most doubtful hunt- 
ing high and low. (10/8/53 LC: 53-7870) A certain seller. 


De Jong, Meindert Harper | 
HURRY HOME CANDY $2.50 


* Last year Meindert De Jong wrote Shadrach, a wonderful story about a little 
boy and his rabbit- a vividly sustained expression of the feelings people and animals 
have towards each other. He writes here of a lost year in the life of a small dog in 
the same touching way. The scene is America, not Holland, but a frightened stray's 
America, full of mean people and kind people, narrow escapes, buried bones near a country 
farm house, storms, and hamburg stands. As Candy who was first owned, badly scared, then 
lost by one family, roams his district, makes a wonderful new friend, is lost again 
under similar circumstances, we aré those things with him, quite stricken with his near 
tragedy and overjoyed when he finds happiness at last. Illustrated by Maurice Sendak. 
(10/14 Le: 53-8536) 


Justus, May Holt 


PETER POCKET AND HIS PICKEE PUP $2.00 


A rollicking, affectionate story tells of a small boy's life in the mountains 
of Tennessee. Peter, who lives high up in:a cabin with his Granny Messer, is always 
collecting the most interesting things to put in his pockets. But he collects friends 
and adventures too, and by the end of the year he and his granny, poor as they are, have 
had a wonderful Thanksgiving, a gay Christmas, happy birthdays, good fortune when their 
house needed repairs, and warm times with their neighbors. Jean Tamburine's brisk black 


) and whites add to an unmistakable authenticity. (10/7) 


Oberrich, Robert Lippincott 
THE MAGIC LAKE $2.75 


Mr. Oberrich's first book is a frankly autobiographical story of his Indiana 
leke district childhood and full of the kind of humorous realism that perfectly describes 
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a summer to beat all summers. When Rob and Chet Neill move to Lanceburg and make friends 
with the Gouldings and their son Larry, things just naturally begin to pop. The boys go 
exploring on Lake Tomahawk, watch old Johnston build his steamboat, capture a Pottawatomie 
Indian boy, Tom, who tells them a thing or two and after his release is their firm friend. 
Acquaintance with Tom's people accompanies further scrapes, and there's the lake's legend 
to top a swell three months. Charles Hargens' drawings have the story's robustness. 


(10/7 Le: 53-8909) 
Macmillan 


Brink, Carol Ryrie 
THE HIGHLY TRAINED DOGS OF PROFESSOR PETIT $2.50 
Humdrum nineteenth century life in the town of Puddling Center changes for the 
better in a humorous story of people and animals. Eleven year old Willie has been brought 
by his Uncle Scrivens from a neighboring town to make up for Puddling Center's deplorable 
lack of errand boys. He meets a small canine road show, and their activities- extremely 
funny- some of them- eliminate the fraudulent competition of Hoskin's Circus and its stuffed 
And when Puddling Center has been aroused from its lethargy, Willie's future with 
Robert Henneberger's drawings for a no biz like show biz 


- LEy - 





tiger. 
the professor is well assured. 


tale. (10/6) | 

Lewis, C. S. Macmillan 

THE SILVER CHAIR $2.75 

A sequel to The Voyage of the Dawn Treader (1952) takes Eustace Scrubb who went 
with the Pevensie children on their last voyage to the make believe land of Narnia, on a 
return trip- this time with a school friend Jill. In Narnia, Aslan the friendly lion, com- 
missions them to hunt for lost prince Rilian. After adventures with enchantresses and 
monsters, they find the prince, return to their hated school (which by way of sounding off 
against “progressive education” Mr. Lewis has described as a place full of trumped-up psy- 
chological problems) and as if by magic change it for the better. English fantasy we hope 
some young Americans may fancy. Illustrated in meticulous line by Paulina Baynes. (10/6) rs 


Coles, Robert & Frost, Frances McGrow-Hill- Whittlesey House 
STAR OF WONDER $2.00 


The theories of the origin of the Christmas star are enumerated in story form 
through a Christmas Eve trip to the Hayden Planetarium. David and Jean, who were principle 
characters in Miss Frost's former Ro.ket Away’- about a trip to the moon- are taken by 
their father to the Planetarium show. While they learn the Star of Bethlehem could have 
been a comet, & meteor, a new star, or Jupiter, Saturn and Mars close together, they are 
reminded of the real meaning- Peace on Earth- of Christ's Birth. Friendly pictures by Paul 


Galdone for this particular Christmas beacon. (9/7 LC: 53-9011) 
Everyday Adventure Stories Messner 


ro/? ea. $1.50 


Clymer, Eleanor~ MAKE WAY FOR WATER- A water shortage in a big city, like New 
York's some years ago, is the impetus for a farm boy's visit to town and his concurrent 
knowledge-gathering about community interdependence. Peter ig resentful when Mike and his 
father, a Water Supply Department man, say he and his family must move to make room for a 
needed reservoir. But at Mike's, the boys catch a bad leak in the cellar, and once back at 
his new farm, Peter realizes the value of mtual aid. Sturdy pictures by J. C. Wonsetler 


for a healthy hosing. (IC: 53-10499) 


Olds, Helen- SARA'S LUCKY HARVEST-~ Information about life on a potato farm in 
Maine seems to roli quite effortlessly off a warm little story about Sara, her lost deer 
Peppy, and her grandfather's wish for a new digger. When a city boy, Robert, sets Peppy 
loose, Sard Has to shop earning money for the digger to hunt for the deer- but Robert helps 
and a chance product of a radio announcement for Peppy- is thé prize of a new digger. Paul 
Valentino's drawings are of a hale outdoor life. (IC: 53-10511) © 

Wear, Ted- BROWNIE MAKES THE HEADLINES- When Tommy loses his dog Brownie, who's 
Just had puppies, his friend Nancy suggests putting an ad in the paper. The children do, 
and as a result learn all about the presses and get the editor's word that Brownie's story 
rates page one. When Brownie's found, Tommy's happy and journalistically wiser. Illustra- 
tions by Louis Ravielli. (LC: 53-10516) 











August 1, 1953 Eight to Eieven- Fiction- cont'd . h85-~ 


Everyday Science Stories og 74 

9 BR piece 

Bechdolt, Jack- OLIVER BECOMES A WEATHERMAN- Oliver Ott of Oliver Sounds Off! 
(1953 p. 149) whose zany but possible experiments should tickle incipient physicists, 
turns from sound vibrations to snowstorm-making. After he sets up his forecasting 
bureau (a simple one you could do yourself), a rivalry with Butch leads to a challenge- 
and Oliver is dared to create as well as predict. For his coup, he chooses a cloudy 
day, loads skyrockets with a combustible form of silver iodide and the miracle happens. 
Humorous reading, however not to be taken lightly if any of Y°4r young get tempestuous 
ideas. Well finished drawings by Ralph Remstad are comic and diagrammatic. (LC: 53-1049}) 


Becker, Charlotte- A CHIMP IN THE FAMILY- Who was the psychologist that adopt- 
ed a chimpanzee to see how its development compared with that of his young son? We can't 
remember offhand- and not that it matters, for the monkey here is brought home by Mr. 
Davis from his pet store just to be kept in the Davis apartment until the zoo takes 
over. There are endearing to harrassing moments during “Maggie's” stay with the sur- 
prisingly accomodating family, and young Tom and Peg, after they've learned a lot about 
good house habits, are sorry to see her go. Drawings by the author. Monkey see, 
monkey do. (IC: 53-10496) 


Bloch, Marie- HERBERT THE ELECTRICAL MOUSE- ....saves his young master's 
electrician daddy from having to tear down a partition in the schoolhouse when he's 
induced to crawl through a conduit- dragging his small leash and a wire behind him. 
After Hank acquires Herbert, he trains him- like Pavlov trained his dog- to expect food 
at the sound of a bell, and walks him- as de Musset did his lobster on the streets of 
Paris not so very long ago- on a leash. Naturally when the circuit breaks at school, 
Herbert performs, and Fank's duly rewarded. Negative charge? Drawings by Millard 
McGee. (IC: 53-10497) 


Ellis, Judy- THE TREASURE OF GREENBAR ISLAND- When Ruthie and Mike Willet and 
their parents inherit Greenbar Island and go to live there, they find themselves living 
on a sand dune waste with no possibility of growing their own food supply. A bit of. 
looking around unearths a mysterious sunken forest and an apparently grumpy old captain 
who works in it. When the ice is finally broken, the Captain shows the kids how to 
collect humus from the dead leaves, to make a compost pile and their problems of soil 
and a vegetable garden are solved. Illustrated by Louis Zansky. (IC: 53-10501) 


Tchaika, Florence- TROUBLE AT BEAVER DAM- Difficulties develop when the beavers 
in the creek on Johnnie's farm build a dam that causes a flood to spread and to wash out 
some railroad tracks. In the nick of time Johnnie warns an oncoming train. Then when 
conservation men come to take the beavers to a state park, one is left behind, Splasher, 
and Johnnie has a chance to tame him before Splasher rejoins his clan. Drawings by 
Feodor Rojankovsky are well proportioned and dramatic. (IC: 53-10514) 


The Worid We Live In Sterling 
Wt. $2.00 


A new series for the eight to eleven group is similar in format and intent to 
Messner's Everyday Science and Everyday Adventure Stories These, however, are dull 
and stilted contrivances for the propagation of pertinent information. As such, they 
have their value in the classroom and home, but their general awkwardness both in picture 
design and story delivery weakens their chance in an already well stocked market. 


Masters, Robert V. & Reinfeld, Fred- BLAZER THE BEAR- Information about forest 
fires, their prevention and the origin of the famous poster with the bear on it, has its 
roots in a story about stubborn Paul who sets fire to a forest when he goes on a picnic. 
When the blaze is out, rescuers are led to the unconscious boy by old Blazer who stands 
as a sentinel over him. In the hospital, remorseful Paul draws a picture of Blazer the 
authorities want to use for a poster, but the tale's obvious morallty will dampen spirits 
where they should be kindled. Accurate pencil drawings by Howard Simon. 
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'S AFRAID OF THUNDER?- At the start of this, young Peter 
It thunders on 
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Sandman, Howard E.- WHO 

is actually at the stage where he has to get under the bed during a storm. 

the morning of his excursion to the local airport with his dad, but during a day of running 

commentary on atmosphere, pressure, the fact that clouds really don't bump together but ® 

conduct air-splitting electricity, balloons, etc., Peter loses his fears. A smattering 

here that may enlighten where it falls- uninterestingly illustrated by Peter White. 


Bailey, Carolyn Sherwin Viking 
FINNEGAN II, HIS NINE LIVES $2.50 


A gift of wit and the extreme felinity of Kate Seredy's striking fine line pencil 
drawings reveal the engaging adventures along a city cat's way. from Greenwich Village to 
New Hampshire. Found ailing in a MacDougal Alley pipe by Officer Finnegan, the cat is 
taken to a city veterinary hospital where he is dubbed Finmegan II. Consequent circun- 
stances see Finnie adopted by a friendly family, carted to the country and there he is 
happy- and ready for more when his nine lives are extended. Told from Finnie's viewpoint, 
this is successfully unpretentious and purr-fect for the addicts. Cloth. (10/2 JLG) 


Gardner, L. S. : Watts 
$2.50 


SAL FISHER, BROWNIE SCOUT 


In the same sprightly, realistic way that she wrote about Cub Scouts (see -From 
Bobcat to Wolf 1952 p. 370) Lillian Gardner recounts a year in the life of a beginning 
Brownfe group; Young Brownies who read it for themselves will cotton immediately to seven 
year old Sal- plump, straight haired and a good natured rebel. With her older sister about 
to become a Girl Scout, Sal has her moments of jealousy, of chagrin about being clumsy- 
but after a year of exciting projects like cookie making, visiting in the country, helping 
the hospital,- Sal's very happy girl. Vigorous drawings by Mary Stevens. (10/7? IC: 53-8612) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Parker, Elinor Crowell 
MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY $2.75 + _ 


A friendly little biography of Elizabeth II that is similar, with its air of ro- 
mance and healthy respect, to Laurie Johnston's Elizabeth Enters recently published by 
Scribner. Familiar events are recorded with an affection that humanizes political and 
court functions as well the intimate pictures of family life, making the kind of story 
youngsters will cotton to immediately. Illustrated with photographs, a probable solid 
competitor among the other books in this flourishing field. (9/7 1C:53-8h22) 


: 10 frigm 
gree Books~ Edited by Enid La Monte Meadowcroft " Grosset & Dunlap 
9 ea. $1.50 


With this fall’s supply of Signature Books, (the isst reported here is incomplete) 
Grosset & Dunlap has branched cut to include figures who were not Americans. But the narra- 
tive patterns seem as disappointingly stereotyped as .n farmer volumes In them it.its hard 

to draw the line between fiction and truth or where material has been added to or subtracted 7 
The facts of history are present up to a point. 


frum the story to make it more appeaiing 

But the subjects emerge as stock characters rather than real people and we can't help feel- 
ing the books were written to :dealize rather than teach, and to'seli ad packaged items~ 
the lump purchase of which will unfortunately eclipse single volumes by authors who write 


as their own thoughts direct 


Graham, Shirley- THE STORY OF POCAHONTAS- A healthy.biography that hits a mark or 
two above the standard. The picture of Pocahontas' extraordinary (for an Indian girl) 
childhood as the daughter of Chief Powhatan is a friendly one and shows her to young read- 
ers as remarkably like the girl next door. Her subsequent part in history as an important 
tie in British-Indian relationships is well carried out and animosities and friendships 
are aired along with the obviously more interesting aspects of her marriage to Rolfe and @ 
long misunderstanding with John Smith. Substantial. Illustrated by Mario Cooper. 


(IC: 52-13749) 
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Nolan, Jeanette Covert- THE STORY OF JOAN OF ARC- While this biography is 
adequate and sympathetic, it lacks the color and drama due Joan as a personality caught 
in the ironies of history. At its end we have learned what her actions and sufferings 
were, but they have been rather mundanely told and will not stick in the mind for long. 
For a better account, look at J.C. Herold's Joan, Ma:d of France (Aladdin, 1952)- 
written for the 12-15 group but simple, and exciting enough for younger readers. Pranas 
Lape's drawings. (LC: 52-13744) 


Price, Olive- THE STORY OF MARCO POLO- In view of the fantastic amount of 
fabulous real adventures Marco Polo had- this biography which makes him far more of 4 
stock hero than the active and observant traveler that he was. falls short. We learn 
that he set sail for Cathay as an excited boy, gets nearly lost in the desert, exposes 
the treacherous Ahmad in a melodramatically. described bit of court intrigue, goes 
gloriously to Yunnan as ambassador, hunts for magnificent jewels in Ceylon- all of orien 
is true, but hardly a balanced picture. Again we'd like to recommend another, ar 
Polo by Manuel Komroff (Messner) to satisfy the more inquisitive. Drawings by nleiicnde 
Castellon. (LC: 53-8125) 


Steele, William O.- THE STORY OF DANIEL BOONE- Here is the traditional Boone 
complete with coonskin cap, even though many of his other biographers (See John Mason 
Brown's Daniel Boone published by Random House) have proved that he did not wear one. 

In a homey vernacular we follow his meanderings- peace time, war time and skirmish time- 
from the Yadkin Valley to Boonsville and in old age, to Missouri- and on the trail with 
him, become convinced that the pioneer life: consisted of. jokes, temporary hardships 
bravely overcome, and an enviable solidarity. Pictures, cap and all, by Warren Baum- 
gartner. (IC: 53-8124) 


Vinton, Iris- THE STORY OF JOHN PAUL JONES- This account stops at the height 
of Jones' successful English raids,and does not teke him through his post-Revolutionary 
War career and the lack of recognition in which he died. Up to that point it is an 
accurate,somewhat glorified account. There is color in the scenes of his Scottish boy- 
hood and early naval life, a true sense of the Caribbean injustice that forced him to 
change his name, and some whing-ding details of sea warfare, But there have also been 
more thorough biographies. Neatly illustrated by Edward A. Wilson. (IC: 52-13748) 


Edelman, Lily Harcourt, Brace 
JAPAN IN STORY AND PICTURES $2.25 


Compare this with Helen Mears The First Book of Japan (franklin Watts) for a 
similar word and picture story for the eight to eleven group. The main difference here 
is the use of photographs- all of them extremely well, chosen and representative- to 
supplement a text that covers cultural aspects of Japan today from a youngster's point 
of view. In an informal introduction we meet Fusako and Ichiro, two Tokyo school 
children, who present the book as a gift. Following are chapters on schools, homes, 
farms, cities, holidays and their merit is in the destinction they draw between pre-and 
post-occupation Japan as well as information content, Definite classroom value. (8/20 
IC: 53-9027) | 


Burns, William A. McGraw-Hill-Whittlesey | 
' A WORLD FULL OF HOMES $2.25 | 


By the assistant to the director of the American Museum of Natural History, an 
engaging | informal study of the, world's different habitats. and the physical reasons be- 
hind their ‘development. Introductory- ‘orientation leads’ into interesting chapters, di- 
vided by the kind of dwelling rather than the country. We learn for instance that cave 
men needed solid protection- that lake dwellers: lived near their food source-and so 
forth. Variety and good grounding. in the cause-effect. relationship make a substantial 
companion to a book like Eva Knox Evans' Why We Live Where We Live.(p.358) and indicate 
a junior highschool appeal as well, Accurate pictures by Paula Hutchison. (9/23 IL: 
53-10625) 

Eaton, Jeanette ng | Morrow 

. . LEE, The. Gallant General $2.00 


Jeanette Eaton's biography of Washington for this age group, (1951 p.251) was 
a, disappointing stock. characterisation- after her exciting books for older readers on 
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Franklin and Gandhi. Perhaps it is the difficulty of writing unstereotyped material for 
youngsters- for this book is a disappointment too. The quick and rather breezy run through 
of the events in his life, while adequate and even unsparing as to the gory details of the 


battlefield, seems devoid of the drama and exigencies that must have shaped his character. | 
ought for the love of Virginia. Harry Daugherty 's 


(10/7 LO: 53-6658) 


We get instead a sentimental hero who f 


pictures are vigorous, strong-jawed standardizations. 
Morrow 


Zim, Herbert 
$2 .00 


PARRAKEETS 


Careful pencil drawings by Larry Kettlekamp and Mr. Zim's clear,friendly way of 
imparting information give parrakeet owners and fanciers all they need to know to start 
reising their pets. Besides the birds’ interesting Australian background and history of 
immigration to different countries and homes of the world, there are explicit instructions 
on raising, feeding, training (to talk) and the essentials of breeding. Simple enough for 
youngsters to follow, these are excellent directions and a directive for new pleasure in 


bird raising. (10/7 LC: 53:7107) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION 
Abelard 


Sowers, Phyllis & 
Bothwell, Jean GOLDEN LETTER TO SIAM $2.50 


Phyllis Sowers has lived in Siam for many years and this background, coupled with 
a diligent research, has produced a highly readable mystery of seventeenth century French 
and Siamese court life. Principally its many faceted plot has to do with the discovery of 
Philippe, son of the Marquis d‘'Althion and falsely accused of the murder of the son of de 
Chaumont, ambassador to Siam. On a mission to Bankok, Maurice, a cousin of the young hero 
Pierre Laverne and in love with Aimee d‘Althion, entrusts Pierre to help with the job of 
finding Philippe and as a cover-up, places the boy in charge of rebellious prince Nakon- 
on his way back to his country with the mission- whose overt aim is good relations and 
whose covert one- to get a slice of the spice trade. Straight so far? Well, the upshot of @ 
the whole thing-and it's all pretty exciting reading- is that the long disappeared Philippe 
is revealed as the father of Nakon, (by now firm friends with Pierre). Philippe had gone to 
Siam, married a princess, and incurred disfavor with an evil faction of Siamese royalty 
whose uprising is quelled in a climactic ending. Not without its melodramatic overtones, 
this is nevertheless good history and suspense. Margaret Ayer's East-West pictures in- 
crease a bid for the Anna and the King of Siam market. — 53-10636) 


Young, Ben T. Abelard 
$2.50 


ROCK RIVER RANGER 


Pioneering in the 1830's at Rock Island in the Mississippi backgrounds an authen- 
tic young story of a boy, Joel McCord, his mother and young sister for whom he must care, 
ana the problems of life in Indian imperiled country. With Mr. Davenport, factor for the 
American Fur Company at Rock Island, Joel finds work as:a gunsmith. Later when a local 
band of reserves- the Rock River Rangers, are formed to fight Black Hawk, Joel joins, fights 
too and further earns his right to a piece of land- a reward made possible also by his grow- 
ing sense of family and community responsibility. Nils Hogner has done distinctive draw- 
ings for a steady story that betters the average run. (10/¥% LC: 53-10642) 


20 
Crowell 
LAST HURDLE $2.50 


For horse fans- especially twelve or thirteen year old female ones- a "perfect" 
story about Kathy, her new life in the country and her new horse Baldy. Robust narration 
that gives a feeling of actual talk tells of Kathy's joustings with Fitzwater School's 
bully Hans Brister, her diligent care and training of Black Baldwin, and her fervent hopes 
that she can turn him from a sad looking animal into a regular show stopper. She does and 
in a burst of glory wins her ribbon at a local show. As stories go, Kathy's is not as 
whole or as real as Laurie's in Estelle Clapp's Laurie (reported in the 8-11 section) but 
for slightly older readers it caters to similar tastes. Peter Spier's drawings. (10/45 


LC: 53-8427) 


Brown, F. K, 
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Urmston, Mary Doybleday . 
THE TWENTY FIVE AND ANN $2.50 ~~ 
Mary Urmston has written some splendidly human stories for the eight to elev- 
en group- s@@ Betsy and the Proud House, The New Boy Now in a young adult novel whose 
heroine is a teacher in a strange community, she manages to capture 4 great deal of 
life as it is lived in a problematical fifth grade class-room, or a young ladies board- 
ing house, or a gossiping community where even the most altruistic motives start 
tongues wagging. When Ann Merrill comes to the Brentwood school in Hilton she experi- 
ences all these. Right away, by championing a bid to build a playground in another 
part of town, she is branded with favoritism for a young architect Peter Craig. The 
twenty-five "problems" she teaches range from the pampered to the injuriously self 
conscious. Undaunted, Ann sticks up for her beliefs, but learns a lesson or two from 
her kids and from a temporary estrangement from Peter- that make her a bigger, happier 


person, Firm and satisfying. (9/@4 IC: 53-9136) 


lo! ¢ 
Jacobs, Enma Atkins hae Henry Holt 
A CHANCE TO BELONG $2.50 


In 1947 Winston published Vicki's Mysterious Friend py the author, a wholesome 
story about a 19 year old who wanted to become an interior decorator. Equally wholesome 
and perhaps deeper, is Czechoslovakian Jan's story of adjustment to life in America and 
the problems that can crop up when the struggle is between doing the right thing for his 
school and placating an exacting father. Musical,scientific Jan, whose father runs a 
plant nursery and greenhouses, has spent four rather dull years at Central High. As a 
senior he's asked by pretty Barbara Courtenay to play the violin in a small group. Con- 
scientious as he is towards helping at home, Jan is temporarily thwarted by his father's 
disapproval, but a genuine search for. understanding, forgiveness, and Jan's increasing 
fun at school bring the needed release. Cast with well drawn characters and a relief 
from the more spurious teen-age romances and smartly illustrated by Oscar Liebman. 


(10/? LC: 53-8967) 


Tufts, Anne Henry Holt 


THE SUPER'S DAUGHTER $2.50 


A lower Fifth Avenue apartment house in New York City and the very human 
Czechoslovakian immigrant family who runs it are the makings for a young mystery novel 


that's a good average for its course. When Meri, superintendent Novak's daughter de- 
cides to quit high school and start earning money for art school, she's persuaded by 
her parents and a new schoolmate Tanya, to finish her last term at Knickerbocker- and 
finds herself enjoying school and its activities more every day. She has time to draw 
everything and everyone around her- even a stealthy character she has noticed on the 
street. And when Mr. Bankoff, the character, is captured cracking a tenant's safe, 
Meri's recognition in the case, and a scholarship she wins at school, guarantee the art 
career she wants. City atmosphere and understanding of D.P. problems give a strong 
social appeal. Bright drawings by Edward Smith. (10/15) 


Molloy, Anne Houghton, Mifflin 


THE MONKEY'S FIST $2.50 


The Hudson River's Jersey shore backgrounds a modern mystery of tugboating 
and smuggling that has quite an authentic feeling to it. The hardworking Sheridans and 
their neighbor Granny Noonan live on barges. Lonely young Tim Sheridan, who salvages on 
the river and dreams, of turning his hide-out,>a castoff pilothouse, into a clubhouse, 
finds his' life changed after the arrival of Danny, Granny Noonan's grandson. Defying 
Granny's fear that no good will come to him on the river, Danny gets a job on a tug and 
there ensues a bout- in which Tim's dad is captured- with pilferers who are finally 
subdied. Then a housing project promises Mr. Sheridan a new job and Tim the increase 
ot friends he's always wanted. Joshua Tolford's sturdy drawings tone up harbor life. 


(9/1 IC: 53-6209) 
Du Jardin, Rosamond ot. Lippincott 
DOUBLE FEATURE $2.00 


A sequel to Doubie Date (1952), which went just a little deeper than her earlier 
vooks, continues the emotional problems of the twins, Pam and Penny, and their widowed, 
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interior decorator mother. In Double Date it was Pam who had a gay self-assurance, boy 
friends and fun, while Penny moped at home. But after high school, Penny graduates in 
more ways than one and establishes @ firm relationship with Mike whom Pam had once liked. 


Their discussions of college and life ahead are fraught with Pam's growing insecurity, her @ 
jealousy of Penny, until when the girls are at Harwood college- Pam is nearly floored by 
the wrong boy but rises to stand on her two feet. One-dimensional, but it's the right 


direction for this age. (10/7 LC: 53-8910) 
McCracken, Harold 
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Lippincott 
PIRATE OF THE NORTH 
27.00 


Quehatch, a jinxed valley in Alaska, witnesses a lone boy's precarious acquain- 
tance with the wilds. Nineteen, and using the last of his free time before going into 
partnership with his father, Jack Lauson comes to spend the first winter months in the 
cabin where miners and trappers had met their fates- and his existence there is an often 
thrilling revelation of the wild life around him. Among the animals he observes is his 
particular nemesis, the Pirate, an almost human wolverine. When the boy sprains his ankle, 
the Pirate almost gets the best of him, but Jack's will power sustains his desire to defy 
the jinx and he leaves Quehatch safely. Mr. McCracken has written in this vein before and 
wields a sure naturalist's pen. Drawings by Ernest Tonk. (10/7 IC: 53-6914) 

Raftery, Gerald Morrow 

CITY DOG $2.50 o——- 

An exciting and fortunate series of happenings in young Ted Carver's Vermont farm 
life make a warm, plausible boy and dog story. Ted is thrilled when his Aunt Martha who 
lives in New York, decides to send him her collie- Rod- while she goes abroad. But once 
in the country it takes team work, training and the flowering of Rod's unused herding and 
fighting instincts before the collie can live down his faux pas, cast off his ignominious 
tag- "City Dog", and become Ted's for good. Raftery's record of healthy boy and animal 


fare imcludes Gray Lance (1950) and Snow Cloud (1950). (9/9 IC: 53-7108) @ 


Walden, Amelia Elizabeth Morrow 
VICTORY FOR JILL $2.50 


Field hockey, football, fun and the personality problems of growing up are the 
readymix for this author's seventh readable if shallow young novel. As usual a school 
activity is the jumping off point for a series of standard emotional entanglements. Jill, 
@ posed, glamorous new girl at Sharon High, is made assistant hockey coach- an act that 
antagonizes another player, Chris Robinson- (it would you, too!). Then Jill, who attracts 
all the boys as well, must fight off football captain Bo while she realizes the good points 
of scientific Dave who tells her that, in spite of her admirable level headedness, she must 
reckon with the ebullient Chris by giving her some of her own medicine. Jill does, and 
wins a friend, but it's a small victory for a girl with everything in her favor. (10/7 


IC: 53-8295) 


Scholz, Jackson Morrow 


ONE-MAN TEAM $2.50 


Small Lawton College's football team's chance for life depends on its ability to 
win five games in the current season. To accomplish this, their energetic manager Terry 
persuades big Elmer Finch to be a Lawton student. A whale of a player, but unaggressive, 
Elmer presents problems, and even though his wins are rather incredible, they have their 
humor and a definite gridiron bid. (10/7 LC: 53-7613) 


Robertson, Keith Viking 
OUTLAWS OF THE SOURLAND | $2.50 


Compare this with McCracken's Pirate of the North (see above) for another gripp- 
ing story of a boy's fight to outwit the wild. On the Michelson's eastern sheep ranch in @ 
Hopewell valley, 18 year old John stays home from college for a year to help, after a band 

of wild dogs have played havoc with the flock and badly injured his father. A red dog, the 
leader of the pack, is the craftiest, defiant to the end, but leaves John one of his pups 

to raise. Concurrently, there is John's growing friendship with Prof. Danville and the 

prospect of studying agriculture at Rutgers. Handsome drawings by Isami Kashiwagi. (10/2 JIG) 
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Hahn, Emily Watts 
FRANCIE AGAIN $2.50 


Again Francie, the confused yet gay and spunky heroine of Francie (1951 p.187) 
who found herself at temporary odds with life in an English boarding school, is abroad 
and learning, this time in Portugal. Knowing the eighteen year old mind, as well as 
the Portuguese, and the knack of writing in the quasi-sophisticated idiom popular with 
the teens have enabled Miss Hahn to turn out something that's “right on". Near Lisbon 
where Francie has come to be for a year with her arthritic Aunt Lolly, she has her ad- 
ventures, all of them absorbing, and her troubles with the customs of a strict country, 
with boys, with her impulsive wish to be a painter. Through the da Souzas, who be- 
friend her, she enters a famous art school. Her friendships, with Ruy da Souza, and 
with Mark, an English boy, both provide unwelcome warnings not to disturb the populace 
too much by being too independent. Then when she runs off to Barcelona with Catarina, 
a disturbed, over-dramatic art student, her revolt is eye-opening and a calmer Francie 
is reconciled to return to New York and start her career as a designer. Not too deep 
but the Water's fine. (10/7) 


Land of the Free Series Winston 
$2.75 


* Thomas, Maud Morgan- SING IN THE DARK- A fine addition to the series is a 
novel of late 19th century immigrant Welsh coal miners in the Pennsylvania anthracite 
district. The black danger of the mines and collieries, dark rivalries and warm friend- 
ships, and the deep Welsh religious and musical traditions are the elements skillfully 
played against each other in the chronicle of young Huw Griffith's failures and suc- 
cesses. Huw's gift of song and his desire to be a composer, lie in dramatic contrast 
to his probable destiny as a miner. There is a rapport as he works- as a breaker boy 
and a door boy, as he saves his Polish friend Joey's life and fights for him against 
the bully Cadugan, as he sees the first glimmers of hope for a new life under the gui- 
dance of the musical Llewellyn and the preparations for the Eisteddfod that open the 
door to @ scholarship. Authentic and sympathetic, this has the feeling of a people in 
their richness and their plight and should rank with the best in young literature. 
(10/5 Le: 73-7340) 


Twelve to Sixteen- Non-fiction 


Moore, Mary Furlong Crowell 
THE BABY SITTER'S GUIDE $2 .,.00— 


* Tips and some quips in a manual for teen agers who find themselves employed 
as temporary parents in these days of the disappearing nanny and maid. Well versed in 
her subject, Mary Moore talks with the ease that comes from experience, on the important 
matters of first arrangements, safety and first aid, how to stay awake on the job, con- 
fidence, age stages, playing, coping with meals and bedtimes, and making friends with 
your charges. Artistically pyr > ene, Phyllis Rowand, this excellent text could 
corner a fairly open market. (10/#* (ae: 53-8427) 


Norton, Sybil & Henry Holt 
Cournos, John CANDIDATE FOR TRUTH $2.50 


Another well informed young biography by the authors of Pilgrimage to Freedom 
(1953 p. 222) tells Daniel Webster's story with the right amounts of narrative and exposi- 
tion to keep a young reader's interest. The familiar events of Webster's personal and 
political life come alive’ through. excerpts from his speeches and ideas as well as some 
colorful on the scene reporting of the lawyer statesman- as he battled Calhoun in the 
senate, won the famous Salem murder case, engineered the Webster Ashburton treaty, and 
above all, triumphed in the name of truth. Reliable writing that, through the man, gives 
a sense of the dearest of American ideals. Illustrated by Rus hadasoan. (10/15) 


Daugherty, Sonia Lippincott 
TEN BRAVE WOMEN $2.75 


Ten soundly written biographical sketches of heroic to foresighted American 
Women who have won firm places for themselves and their beneficiaries in our country's 
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A semi-fictional telling enlivens their stories which have been set down 
Anne Hutchinson- early standard bearer for the freedom of 


religion; Abigail Adams-Braintree's heroine who told her statesman husband to “remember 
the ladies"; Dolly Madison, Narcissa Whitman, these are the personalities that light three @ 


centuries of growing feminine recognition that eventually allowed for the work of such as 
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deve lopment. 
chronologically in the book. 


Ida Tarbell and Eleanor Roosevelt. Illustrated by James Daugherty, a companion volume to 


the author's earlier 7¢» Brave Men. (1951). (9/23 IC: 53-10216) 
loz] Lippincott 


DEEP DOWN UNDER $2.85 


Yarns of all kinds of diving, from treasure hunting to building conveyor tubes 
in the East River, are spun from the author's own experience in another of his informal 
vocational studies. Rambling chapters that switch easily from story to story tell how an 
old sea captain friend lost his leg at the onslaught of a shark while pearl diving- how 
frogmen work- about the rise of water sports- of working on the tunnels that brought water 
for steam driven generators. Full of satisfying “oddenda". Photos. (10/7 IC: 53-8912) 


McGraw-Hill-Whittlesey 
STUDY SUCCESSFULLY $1.50 


Floherty, John’ 


Orchard, Norris Ely 


The head of the English department at the Loomis School in Windsor, Conn. suggests 
more mighty pertinent ways and means to a better academic record- and a consequently richer 
life. His hints- divided into well expressed chapters on attitude, time, study conditions, 
different kinds of assignments, note taking, the library, etc.- include a healthy self 
confidence, proper scheduling, an excellent method of paper organization and above all, 
developing a genuine thirst of knowledge. Flagging college students, too, would do well 
to take this hair of the dog. Barbara Bridgman's drawings. (9/23) 

Messner 


Harlow, Alvin F. 
ANDREW CARNEGIE $2.75 ; 


A sympathetic and well researched biography of the Scotch captain of industry 
and community development- the man who had a "green thumb" in the money world- that hits 
the high spot of the five Messner biographies reported in this section. Direct telling 
thai makes appropriate use of dialogue and reporting takes young Andrew through a poverty 
stricken childhood and skillfully reveals his environment as well as the emerging traits 
of honesty, ingenuity and scholarliness that made him the great man he was. The develop- 
ment of the mighty steel project that abhorred an open market, Carnegie'’s long misinter- 
preted wish to deal fairly with labor, and of course, the abundance of public gifts, are 
treated and in a perspective that glimpses the period and its economics. Definitive (10/QQ | 


IC: 53-10503) 


Holland, Rupert Sargent Messner 
PETER STUYVESANT $2.75 


For all his tyranny and the grievances stirred up by a harsh rule, there is more 
empuasis here on Peter Stuyvesant's bravery and concern for his people than on his autoc- 
racy. A firm story thread follows Stuyvesant from early youth and the yen for adventure 
that lured him away from the ministry to a career that led to the governorship of Curacao. 
His tenure in New Amsterdam is not entirely viewed through rosy glasses, but the fear the 
colonists had of him is glossed over in a concentration on his struggles with Britain and 
an wnheeding home rule, and in time we become aware of him as a magnanimous, self-effacing 
person. Adequate background reading until a more accurate interpretation comes along. 
Handsomely illustrated by Lee Ames. ~ LC: 53-10504) ' 


‘ Messner 


COCHISE $2.75 & 


Though the life of this good and powerful Apache chief deserves as much atten- 
tion as it can get, this biography is a poor second to the more significant Cochiseby 
Edgar Wyatt, published by Whittlesey House this year (p. 336).The vital statistics- Cochise's 


Johnson, Enid 
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life as head of the Chiricahua Apaches, his false accusation of murder by the U. S. 
Army and subsequent warfare, the alleviating friendship with Tom Jeffords that led to 
the eventual peace Cochise had believed in from the start- are all adequately narrated 
with much comment on Indian ways. But it is jerky reading. Facts come in fits and 
starts and somehow Cochise and his tribe emerge as figureheads who are not real parts 
of their environment. The illustrations by Lorence F. Bjorklund are epitomized depic- 


tions of the early west. (10/7 IC: 53-10505) 


Mudra, Marie ao Messner 
DAVID FARRAGUT: SEA FIGHTER $2.75 


At nine a midshipman and at twelve a prize-master of the Barclay, David 
Farragut at an early age exhibited the characteristics that bolstered him through an 
exciting career and saw him the first Admiral of our navy. And there is credit where 
credit is due in this well constructed life history- written by an active Chicago 
teacher and lecturer. Youth, his first important job as a consular aide at Tunis, 
victimization by personal animosity that brought about a temporary set back, his bril- 
liancy as a strategist among whose deeds was the Union victory at Mobile Bay- are all 
recounted with a flair that follows naturally in the wake of a real hero. Ship shape, 
and the decorations by Douglas Gorsline are very trim. (10/#LC: 53-10510) 


G Messner 
CASEY STENGEL $2.75 


The manager of the New York Yankees gets the all-time biographical treatment 
in another book for the fans by the author of The Jim Thorpe Story, Christy Mathewson 
etc. A high powered, eulogistic narrative pictures Casey as a Kansas City sand lotter, 
@ career player in the majors and then after retirement, in his familiar, and chance 
begotten, role as the man who led the New Yorkers to four pennants in the first four 
years of his tenure as manager. Diamond studded. (BATT jo-2| 


Schoor, Gene 


Baity, Elizabeth Chesley Viking 
AMERICA BEFORE MAN $4.50 


* The companion volume to Amerzcans Before Columbus (1951 Pp. 129) is an en- 
lightened, engrossing record of the development of geological and life forms as they 
have had bearing on our western hemisphere. Starting with the creation of the earth 
itself, the author is careful to acknowledge and explain varying theories of evolution 
and to draw the fine lines between truth and supposition. As nearly chronological as 
possible, there follows material on land formation, first life, fossils, invertebrates, 
vertebrates, land and air reptiles, early mammals, the ice age and homo sapiens. And 
with her historical sense as well developed as it is, the suthor has the gift of illumi- 
nating the connecting points of the ages and telling us quite clearly of the vast net- 
work of interrelating causes and effects that brought us to our present state. Illus- 
trated with photographs and line drawings by C. B. Falls- a must for schools and 


libraries. (9/21) 
FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Relisted for Young Adults’ Fiction- from i2 - 16 section’ 


Urmston, Mary, THE TWENTY-FIVE AND ANN Doubleday 
Jacobs, Emma,Atkins, A CHANCE TO BELONG Holt 
McCracken, Harold, PIRATE OF THE NORTH Lippincott 
Hahn, Emily, FRANCIE AGAIN Watts 
Thomas, Maud Morgan, SING IN THE DARK Winston 


Hendenson, Dion Henry Holt 
ALGONQUIN: The Story of a Great Dog $2.50 


A boy who has inherited his grandfather's love of hound dogs- and his feeling 


that "a great dog is born when a certain man and a certain dog come together and a 

spark is struck"- tells the story of: his Uncle Ovid and Algonquin, The dog becomes a 
winner in heats and trials, but a cough foretells a doom that takes Ovid as well. An 
elegiac reverence, illustrated by Edwin Schmidt. (Full report on p. 457. 9/28 1¢:53-8977) 
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Relisted for Young Adults’ Non-fiction~ from 12 - 16 section: 

Moore, Mary Furlong, THE BABY SITTER'S GUIDE Crowell 

Norton, Sybil & Cournos, John, CANDIDATE FOR THRUTH Holt @ 

Floherty, John, DEEP DOWN UNDER Lippincott 

Orchard, Norris Ely, STUDY SUCCESSFULLY McGraw -Hill 

Harlow, Alvin F., ANDREW CARNEGIE Messner 

Mudra, Marie, DAVID FARRAGUT ., Messner 

Baity, Elizabeth Chesley, AMERICA BEFORE MAN | Viking 

Howard, Len Doubleday 
BIRDS AS INDIVIDUALS $4 .00 


* A fascinating book for the amateur ornithologist is written from observant 
personal experience with birds whose English background is related to America in an intro- 
duction by Roger Tory Peterson, There are two long biographies of the titmouse and black- 
bird-followed by an analysis of songs of the various species. Delightfully recounted and a 
good reference book to make a watcher's eyes sharper. (Full report on p. 473.9/2¢. Ic 


53-5292) 


Ellison, Joseph W. Hastings House 
TUSITALA OF THE SOUTH SEAS $5.00 


This record of R. L. Stevenson's South Seas odyssey contains all the delight of 
the romantic reality which was the essence of the author and his later life. His life at 
Vailima, native friendships, other voyages, his writing- are all treated with warmth in a 
book with the dual charm of a personality and its distant homelands. (Full report on p. 411. 
8/10. LC: 53-7850) 


Durrell, Gerald M. Viking 
THE OVERLOADED ARK $3.75 @ 


English understatement for a bring-'em-back-alive expedition turns over quite a 
bit of fun as the author magicks the nuisances of collecting animals and birds for English 
zoos. Hunting, buying, keeping, tending- in the British Cameroons- and the attendant mis- 
haps, make unabashed, wholly good reading. Black and white illustrations by Sabine Baur. 


(Full report on p. 420) (9/21) 


PARENTS AND TEACHERS 
Schweitzer, Gertrude Crowell 
THE YOUNG PEOPLE $3.50 


Provocatively, this poses the problem of conventional children and unconventional- 
ly conditioned adults. Father and Mother gravitated in their youth to New York and its 
"Bohemian" life- and are now appalled by their son's and daughter's correctness: Parental 
preddings bring on some temporary but quite disturbing innovations and both children must 
return -to their security. Sobering. (Full report on p. 455. 9/24 LC: 53-8437) 


Baruch, Dorothy W. McGraw-Hill 
HOW TO LIVE WITH YOUR TEEN-AGER $3.75 


The problems of the physical and emotional world ag well as those in adoptive and 
broken families are talked out in an approach that advocates understanding your own feelings 
as well as your child's. In individual cases and general directives, Dr. Baruch covers the 
need for sexual enlightenment, achieving independence, getting jobs, friends,clothes etc. 
Worthwhile. (Full report on p. 471. 9/22. LC: 53-8015) ® 





